Seeding Rates for Alfalfa and
Alfalfa Mixtures:
How much is enough?
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Recommendations for alfalfa seeding rates
vary from 8 to 20 Ib/acre.

The traditional seeding rate for many years
has been 12 |Ib/acre for irrigated alfalfa.

Yet that rate was recommended when most
of our soils had less erosion, fewer
diseases and pests, hay was cut two or
three times per season, and the varieties
planted were old fall-dormant public
varieties.
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There is little independent and current
iInformation on seeding rates or the new

seed coating.

Moreover, producers use new and less fall-
dormant varieties, cut more frequently, and
face more plant disease and pest

problems.
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The reasoning for the higher rates:

Provides a level of insurance for a good
stand when seedling establishment
environments are less than ideal,

A claim that increased stem density
produces smaller stems resulting in more
desirable forage quality, and

A denser stand is able to resist weed
Invasion.
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