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Crop Rotation

Practice of cultivating different crops on the 
same plot of land in successive years

Example:  Eight year rotation

Alfalfa ïfour years
Potatoes
Grain
Potatoes
Grain as nurse crop for new alfalfa



Crop Rotation

Crops used in Utah crop rotation

ÅAlfalfa

ÅGrain

ÅCorn

ÅPotatoes (depends)

ÅOilseed (sunflower, canola)

ÅOther?



Crop Rotation

What does not change in a crop rotation?

ÅField

ÅSoil type

ÅIrrigation System  (usually)

ÅOther?



Crop Rotation - Irrigation System

Furrow irrigation ïworks with corn and potatoes

(corrugates may work with alfalfa and grain)

Wheel move ïdoesnôt work with corn

Center pivot ïalmost all crops



Crop Rotation - Irrigation System

Management

or 

Hardware?



Crop Rotation - Irrigation System

Application Efficiency = 60 - 70%

Application Efficiency = 70 -75%

Application Efficiency ïindication 

of how much irrigation water is 

stored in the root zone



Crop Rotation - Irrigation System

Application Efficiency = 80 ï85%

Application Efficiency = ?


